
 

 

 

Long Term Planning 

Early Years- Nursery 

2021-22 

 

Autumn Spring Summer 

This is me! 
My Super 

Senses 

All Creatures 

Great and 

Small 

What’s your 

superpower?   

The Life 

Cycles of 

Living Things 

I Do Like to 

be Beside the 

Seaside! 

Prime Areas 
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Building 

Relationships 

Seeks out adults and children share experiences and play. 

 

Show confidence when exploring Nursery and in new social situations. 

 

Plays as a part of a group, elaborating on ideas.  

 

Resolves conflicts with others by being assertive, negotiating and compromising.  

 

Managing Self 

Can select and use activities and resources with help, when needed.  

 

Develops an awareness of the boundaries in Nursery and understands the importance of rules.  

 

Is aware of similarities and differences between themselves and others.  

 

Is developing sensitivity towards positive feedback and some criticism from peers.  

 

Becoming more confident towards others and in new situations, take risks and try new things. 

 

Ask adults for help when they need it.  

 

Understands the importance of a healthy diet, sleep hygiene and exercise and is beginning to make healthy choices.  



 

Manages hygiene independently. 

 

Understands the importance of safety. 

 

Observes the effect of exercise on their body. 

 

Dresses and undresses independently, including putting on/taking off outdoor clothing. 

 

Understands how to use and transport equipment safely. 

 

Self-

Regulation  

Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in Nursery.  

 

Talk about feelings using words such as ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ and ‘worried’.  

 

Begin to understand the feelings of others.  

 

Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.  

 

Is becoming more aware of the impact their behaviour and choices can have others and know that some actions and words can hurt others feelings.  

 

Understands the expectations in different situations and changes in routine.  

C
om

m
un

ic
a
ti
on

, 
L
a
ng

ua
ge

 a
nd

 

L
it
e
ra

cy
 

Listening, 

attention and 

understanding  

Listening to others one to one and in small 

groups. 

 

Listening to rhymes and stories and joining in 

with repeated refrains. 

 

Listening to and talking about sounds in our 

environment. 

 

Listening to and talking about instrumental 

sounds. 

 

Respond to simple instructions. 

 

Developing understanding of prepositions. 

 

Understanding the use of objects. 

Listening to others one to one and in small 

groups. 

 

Listening to rhymes and stories, joining in with 

repeated refrains and anticipating key events. 

 

Listening to and discriminating rhyme and 

rhythm. 

 

Respond simple instructions. 

 

Developing understanding of prepositions. 

 

Understanding the use of objects. 

 

Listens to others one to one and in small groups. 

 

Listens to stories with increasing attention and 

recall. 

 

Listen to others and respond appropriately. 

 

Responding to an instruction with two parts. 

 

Developing understanding of prepositions. 

 

Developing understanding of how and why 

questions. 



Speaking 

Join in with songs they know.  

 

Talk about the books we read.  

 

Introduction of new and topic related 

vocabulary. 

 

Recalling and reliving past experiences. 

 

Retelling events in the correct order. 

 

Asking questions. 

 

Manners and social conventions of conversation. 

 

Learns new songs and joins in.  

 

Begin to offer ideas and opinions about a range 

of books.  

 

Introduction of new and topic related vocabulary. 

 

Use a range of tenses and plurals 

 

Using talk to connect ideas. 

 

Using more complex sentences to link thoughts. 

 

Begin to use intonation when speaking.  

Sings a large repertoire of songs.  

  

Introduction of new and topic related vocabulary. 

 

To retell a longer story.  

 

Use of tenses but may struggle with irregular 

tenses and plurals  

 

Use speech to organise play.  

 

Speaking in full and coherent sentences. 

 

Developing understanding of questions and giving 

explanations. 

 

Use intonation to make meaning clear to others.  
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Gross Motor 

Development of gross motor skills:  

Exploring a range of movements; performing 

these freely and with confidence. 

Running skilfully avoiding obstacles. 

 

Exploring outdoor climbing equipment.  

 

Use gross motor skills to wave flags, use 

streamers, paint and make marks. 

 

 

 

Development of gross motor skills: 

Balancing and climbing activities. 

Balance and movement. 

 

Use and remember a sequence of patterns and 

movements.  

 

Choose resources to carry out their activities.  

 

Handle tools and equipment safely. 

 

Development of gross motor skills: 

Control and skill in movement, including skipping, 

hopping and standing on one leg.  

 

Hand eye-coordination development- throwing, 

catching, kicking 

 

Develop group activities that they make up 

themselves or in teams 

 

Work alongside others to manage large items.  

 

Handle tools and equipment safely. 

Fine Motor  

Development of fine motor skills: drawing lines 

and circles using gross motor movements. 

 

Using one handed tools and equipment. 

 

Development of fine motor skills: pencil control, 

cutting skills; copying some letters.  

 

Start to use knife and fork.  

Development of fine motor skills: pencil control 

and grip, cutting skills; letter formation 

 

Eat independently using knife and fork.  

 Specific Areas 
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Reading -  

comprehension 

Selection of texts 

linked to topic: 

I Am Absolutely Too 

Small for School; 

Starting School; 

Hugless Douglas 

goes to Little 

School; Things I 

Like; The Day the 

Crayons Quit; The 

Large Family 

Stories; Funny 

Bones; Elmer; 

Monkey Puzzle; Owl 

Babies; NF Texts 

related to topic.  

 

Listening to and 

joining in with 

stories. 

 

Beginning to 

understand that 

print has meaning.  

 

Learns new 

vocabulary, 

influenced by the 

books we read.  

 

Selection of texts 

linked to topic: We’re 

Going on a Bear Hunt; 

Percy the Park Keeper 

Stories; The Gruffalo; 

The Gruffalo’s Child; 

Stick Man; Night 

Monkey, Day Monkey; 

Brown Bear, Brown 

Bear, what do you see? 

Polar Bear, Polar Bear, 

what do you hear? 

Christmas stories; NF 

texts related to topic.  

 

 

Recognises rhythm in 

spoken words. 

 

Understand that print 

can have different 

purposes.  

 

Joins in with repeated 

refrains and anticipates 

key events and phrases 

in rhymes and stories. 

 

Learns new vocabulary, 

influenced by the books 

we read.  

 

Selection of texts 

linked to topic: We’re 

Going on a Bear Hunt; 

Dear Zoo; Commotion 

in the Ocean; Mad 

about Minibeasts; 

Farm Yard Hullaballoo; 

Rumble in the Jungle; 

What the Ladybird 

Heard; Giraffe’s Can’t 

Dance; The Lion Who 

Wanted to Love; The 

Emperor’s Egg; Lost 

and Found; Oi! Series. 

 

Enjoys rhyming and 

rhythmic activities. 

 
Beginning to be aware 

of the way stories are 

structured. 

 
Describes main story 

settings, events and 

principal characters. 

 

Learns new 

vocabulary, influenced 

by the books we read.  

 

Selection of texts 

linked to topic: 

Superworm; Supertato; 

Thank You Heroes; A 

Superhero Like You; 

Elliot Jones, Midnight 

Superhero; There’s a 

Superhero in Your Book; 

NF texts related to 

topic.  
 
 

Shows awareness of 

rhyme and alliteration 

 

To know the different 

parts of a book. 

 

Suggests how the story 

might end. 

 

Learns new vocabulary, 

influenced by the books 

we read.  

 

Hears and says the 

initial sound in words. 

Selection of texts 

linked to topic: The 

Very Hungry Caterpillar; 

Jasper’s Beanstalk, Sam 

Plants a Sunflower; Ben 

Plants a Butterfly 

Garden;  

 

Listens to stories with 

increasing attention and 

recall. 

 

Understand page 

sequencing  

 

Learns new vocabulary, 

influenced by the books 

we read.  

 
Oral blending 

 

 

Selection of texts 

linked to topic: Spot 

Goes on Holiday; Maisy 

Goes on Holiday; Peppa 

Goes on Holiday; What 

the Ladybird Heard at 

the Seaside;  

 

Engage in extended 

conversations about 

stories. 

 
Knows we read English 

text from left to right  

 
Learns new vocabulary, 

influenced by the 

books we read.  

 
Oral blending 

 

Speed Sound 

recognition 

Reading – 

Word reading 

Recognising own name and logos. 

 

Begin to navigate apps and websites on digital 

media using familiar icons.  

Spotting and 

suggesting rhymes 

Recognise words with 

the same initial sound 

Oral Blending and 

segmenting 

 

Counting and clapping 

syllables in a word 

Oral Blending and 

segmenting 

 

Counting and clapping 

syllables in a word  

Writing 

Early mark making 

for different 

purposes 

 

Mark Making & 

ascribing meaning to 

marks. 

 

Mark Making & 

ascribing meaning to 

marks. 

 

Name Writing 

Mark Making & 

ascribing meaning to 

marks. 

 

Mark Making & 

ascribing meaning to 

marks. 

 

Mark Making & 

ascribing meaning to 

marks. 

 



Creates drawings in 

response to 

experiences.  

 

Beginning to structure 

their marks e.g. starting 

at the top of the page.  

 

Name Writing 

 

 

 

 

Recording initial sounds 

in words 

 

Use their marks and 

drawings to create and 

retell stories 

Beginning to record 

some dominant sounds in 

words 

 

Beginning to record 

some dominant sounds 

in words, forming some 

letters correctly.  

 

Phonics 

Listening to and 

discriminating 

environmental 

sounds. 

 

Sound of the week- 

m, a, s, d, t, i 

Playing with sounds, 

instruments and body 

percussion. 

 

 

Sound of the week- 

i, n, p, g, o, c, k 

Rhythm and Rhyme 

 

 

 

 

Sound of the week- 

u, b, f, e, l 

Initial sounds 

 

 

 

 

Sound of the week- 

h, sh, r, j, v, y 

Oral Blending and 

segmenting 

 

 

 

Sound of the week- 

w, th, z, ch, qu 

Oral Blending and 

segmenting 

 

 

 

Sound of the week- 

x, ng, nk 
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Number 

Number Recognition- 

Number of the 

Week & Numbers of 

Importance 

 

Using number names 

in play 

 

Beginning to say 

numbers in sequence 

and using songs and 

rhymes to 

consolidate 

 

Using ‘finger 

numbers’ to 

represent numbers 

to 5.  

 

 

Number Recognition- 

Number of the Week  

 

Counting in sequence 

 

Saying one number name 

for each object 

 

Counting groups of 

objects 

 

Subitising numbers one 

and two. 

Number Recognition 

 

Counting 

 

Matching numeral and 

quantity correctly. 

 

Comparing two groups 

of objects, saying 

when they have the 

same number. 

 

Number Recognition 

 

Counting 

 

Ordering Numbers 

 

Beginning to represent 

numbers using fingers, 

marks on paper or 

pictures. 

 

Shows an interest in 

number problems. 

Number Recognition 

 

Counting 

 

Problem Solving - 

Sharing 

 

Subitising to four 

Number Recognition 

 

Counting 

 

Addition and 

Subtraction 

 

One More/One Less 

Numerical 

patterns  

2D shapes 

 

Size ordering 

 

Exploring routes and 

locations 

Properties of 2D shapes  

 

Comparing length  

 

Extending and creating 

ABAB patterns 

 

Positional language  

3D Shape 

 

Comparing capacity  

 

 

 

Properties of 3D shape 

Comparing weight 

 

Describing a sequence 

of events 

Comparing height  

 

Explore and add 

patterns with up to 3 

repeats and correct 

errors  

 

Recap shapes 

 

Position and Direction 
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People, Culture 

and 

Communities 

Similarities and 

Differences- 

Appearance 

 

Past and Present 

events in children’s 

own lives. 

 

People in the local 

community 

 

Celebrations and 

Family customs:  

Birthdays 

Develop positive 

attitudes about 

differences between 

people.  

 

Past and Present events 

in children’s own lives. 

 

Celebrations:    

Birthdays, Bonfire 

Night, Diwali, Christmas 

Past and Present 

events in children’s 

own lives. 

 

Past and Present 

events in children’s 

own lives. 

 

Explore different 

countries that animals 

come from and talk 

about the 

differences.  

 

Celebrations: 

Birthdays, New Year, 

Chinese New Year 

Helping others  

 

Thinking about 

different occupations 

and what children would 

like to do when they 

grow up.  

 

Celebrations: Birthdays, 

Shrove Tuesday, Ash 

Wednesday, Mother’s 

Day, Easter, St. 

George’s Day 

 

Past and Present events 

in children’s own lives. 

 

Understanding how 

human’s change at 

different points in their 

lives.  

 

Celebrations:  Birthdays 

Past and Present 

events in children’s own 

lives. 

 

Talking about 

experiences of seaside 

and holidays. 

 

Discuss other countries 

with children and draw 

on their experiences.  

 

Celebrations:  

Birthdays, Father’s Day 

The Natural 

World 

Exploring the local 

environment- our 

school and Wynyard. 

 

Knows somethings 

that make them 

unique.  

 

Begin to make sense 

of their own life 

story and their 

family.  

Materials and their 

properties 

 

Exploring senses when 

exploring the natural 

environment  

 

Talk about what they 

see, hear, smell, taste 

and feel -using a wide 

range of vocabulary.  

 

Explore a collection of 

natural found materials  

 

Seasonal Changes- 

Autumn/Winter 

 

Begin to understand 

the need for respect 

and care for the 

natural environment 

and all living things.  

 

Discuss the 

differences of 

materials and changes 

they notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shows an interest in 

different occupations. 

 

Explore how different 

equipment works.  

 

Talk about different 

forces we can feel.  

 

Seasonal Changes- 

Spring 

 

Seasonal Changes- 

Summer 

 

Animals and their young. 

 

Understand the key 

features of life cycles 

for humans, plants and 

animals.  

 

Plant seeds, care for 

them and watch them 

grow.  

 

Talking about different 

places in the world and 

how they are 

similar/different to 

where we live.  

 

Exploring different 

materials and 

comparing suitability.  

 

Past and 

Present  

To begin to make 

sense of their own 

and family history.  

Remembers and talks 

about significant events 

in experience e.g. last 

Christmas/Bonfire 

Night.  

Understanding that 

dinosaurs lived a very 

long time ago.  

Explore roles of 

different people in 

society and talk about 

the different jobs 

people do.  

Draw on experiences in 

their own life story e.g. 

growing from a baby to 

a toddler to a child.  

 

Think about other 

people in their lives and 

Look at how the 

seaside has changed 

and compare present 

day to the past.  



the life-cycle they have 

gone through.  

Technology 

Everyday uses of 

technology at school 

and at home. 

 

Exploring technology 

equipment in 

Nursery. 

 

E-safety- DigiDuck’s 

Big Decision 

 

Computerised Drawings 

 

Recording Media: 

Sound, video, still 

images 

 

E-safety- Smartie the 

Penguin 

 

Animation: 2Animate, 

PuppetPals 

 

E-safety- Safer 

Internet Day 

 

Recording Media: 

Sound, video, still 

images 

 

E-safety- Smartie the 

Penguin 

 

 

 

Programming and 

Control: 

Beebots; programmable 

toys; IPad apps e.g. 

Daisy the Dinosaur. 

 

E-safety 

 

Using age-appropriate 

software- 

GoogleEarth 

 

Technology for 

different purposes- 

metal detectors 

 

E-safety- Digital 

Explorers/Smartie the 

Penguin 
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Creating with 

materials  

Art 

* Exploring colour 

and how colour can 

be changed. 

* Creating 

representations of 

self and others. 

 

Design and 

Technology 

* Using simple tools. 

* Exploring 

construction 

materials. 

 

Music & Dance 

* Singing a range of 

Nursery rhymes and 

favourite songs. 

* Imitating 

movement in 

response to music- 

exploring favourite 

songs. 

 

Art 

* Exploring texture 

* Colour Mixing 

* Printing techniques. 

 

Design and Technology 

* Using simple tools 

effectively. 

* Exploring construction 

materials. 

 

Music & Dance 

* Explore the sounds of 

different instruments 

and exploring body 

movements. 

 

Using materials in 

imaginative play 

* Using objects to 

represent others 

* Use small world toys 

to develop narratives 

* Creates own small 

worlds with 

construction materials 

Art 

* Combining media to 

create different 

effects. 

 

Design and 

Technology 

* Exploring a range of 

construction 

equipment and building 

structures. 

 

 

Music & Dance 

* Imitating 

movements in 

response to music. 

 

Using materials in 

imaginative play 

* Using objects to 

represent others 

* Use small world toys 

to develop narratives 

Art 

* Combining Materials 

* Creating textures 

 

Design and Technology 

* Using simple tools 

effectively. 

* Exploring construction 

materials. 

 

Music & Dance 

* Exploring a range of 

movements to music. 

 

 

Using materials in 

imaginative play 

* Using objects to 

represent others 

* Use small world toys 

to develop narratives 

* Creates own small 

worlds with 

construction materials 

Art 

* Moulding and shaping 

malleable materials. 

* Printing techniques. 

 

Design and Technology 

* Constructing with a 

purpose. 

 

Music & Dance 

* Taps out simple 

repeated rhythms.  

* Simple repeated 

sequences. 

 

Using materials in 

imaginative play 

* Using objects to 

represent others 

* Use small world toys 

to develop narratives 

* Creates own small 

worlds with 

construction materials 

Art 

* Combining media to 

create different 

effects. 

* Exploring colour, 

pattern and texture. 

 

Design and Technology 

* Constructing with a 

purpose in mind. 

*Joining materials 

effectively.  

 

Music & Dance 

* Creates simple 

repeated rhythms using 

instruments. 

 

Using materials in 

imaginative play 

* Using objects to 

represent others 

* Use small world toys 

to develop narratives 



 

 

Using materials in 

imaginative play 

* Using objects to 

represent others 

* Use small world 

toys to develop 

narratives 

* Creates own small 

worlds with 

construction 

materials 

* Creates own small 

worlds with 

construction materials 

* Creates own small 

worlds with 

construction materials 

Being 

Imaginative 

and Expressive 

Developing 

imaginative Play 

* Role Play- Home 

Corner (Enhanced 

with Birthday party 

resources). 

 

* Small World- Dolls 

House 

Developing imaginative 

Play 

* Role Play- Home 

Corner (Enhanced with 

Christmas decorations 

etc.) Nativity Scene.  

 

* Small World- 

Woodland theme, 

Christmas 

Developing imaginative 

Play 

* Role Play- Vets, 

Home Corner 

(Enhanced with 

Chinese New Year) 

 

* Small World- farm, 

zoo, jungle.  

 

Developing imaginative 

Play 

* Role Play- Doctor’s 

Surgery, Police Station, 

Home Corner (Enhanced 

for Easter) 

 

* Small World-  

 

Developing imaginative 

Play 

* Role Play- Home 

Corner 

 

* Small World- 

Minibeast small world 

 

Developing imaginative 

Play 

* Role Play- Home 

Corner 

 

Small World- 

Pirate small world 

RE 

Why is the word God 

so important to 

Christians? 

Why do Christians 

perform nativity plays 

at Christmas? 

Being special: where 

do we belong? 

Why do Christians put a 

cross in an Easter 

garden? 

Which places are 

special and why? 

Which stories are 

special and why? 

Visits & Visitors to 

support themes 

Local Environment 

Walk 

Forest schools and 

Autumn Walk 

 

 

 

Zoolab Visit from people who 

help us 

 

Caterpillars/Eggs Seaside 


